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In No Separate Refuge, Sarah Deutsch provides an account of mutual interaction and influence between Hispanic and Anglo cultures and communities in the American Southwest.  In particular, she analyzes the structure of Hispanic village life before the influx of Anglo populations and enterprises in the 1880s, and the ways that Hispanic families and communities responded to the changes wrought by the territorial expansion of Anglos into northern New Mexico and southern Colorado.  Deutsch shows how Hispanics both conserved and altered gender roles and cultural traditions in order to create flexible regional communities that could transcend the geographic separations and dislocations occasioned by the growth of commercial agriculture, migratory farm labor, and company mining towns.  At the same time, Deutsch shows how Anglo female missionaries and commercial farmers and industrialists altered their strategies of cultural and economic imperialism as Hispanics own strategies of cultural growth and survival changed.  Deutsch’s study thus provides us with an opportunity to consider the dialogic character of social and cultural change.  How have encounters and conflicts with an “other” stimulated social and cultural transformation historically?  Are there ways we might distinguish between cultural transformation that is educational and transformation that is merely imperial?  What were the social and cultural alternatives and choices available to Hispanics on the Anglo frontier?

